Introduced by the Council President at the request of the Office of General Counsel:
ORDINANCE 2017-68
AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE SETTLEMENT OF PENDING FEDERAL COURT LITIGATION FROM UNITED STATES OF AMERICA v. tHE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE, Case No. 3:16-CV-1563-j-32pdb, united states district court for the middle district of florida UNDER THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT; APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF A PROPOSED CONSENT DECREE; AUTHORIZING THE GENERAL COUNSEL AND HIS DESIGNEES TO TAKE ALL FURTHER ACTIONS TO CONCLUDE LAWSUIT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the United States Department of Justice (“DOJ”) has filed suit against the City concerning actions the City took associated with the application of the Springfield Zoning Overlay to a proposed project filed by Ability Housing of Northeast Florida, Inc. (“Ability Housing”); and


WHEREAS, DOJ undertook an investigation of the City’s actions pertaining to this project and concluded that the City had violated the Fair Housing Act (“FHA”) and the Americans with Disabilities Act (“ADA”) by preventing Ability Housing from developing permanent supportive housing for people with disabilities within the Springfield Historic District; and 


WHEREAS, DOJ filed the above captioned litigation in Federal Court to enjoining the City from further violations of the FHA and ADA and seeking civil penalties against the City; and 


WHEREAS, the City and DOJ have met to attempt to resolve the matters in this litigation and have negotiated a settlement of the claims made by DOJ in the litigation; now therefore

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.  Settlement Approved.  The proposed settlement entitled Consent Decree between the United States of America and the City of Jacksonville (the “Agreement”) is approved. The Mayor or his designee is authorized to execute the Agreement, in substantially the form attached as Exhibit 1, on behalf of the City. 

Section 2.
 
Authorization to Implement. The Mayor, or his designee, is authorized to implement, for and on behalf of the City, the terms and conditions of the Agreement in the form hereto attached as Exhibit 1, and to take, or cause to be taken, for and on behalf of the City, such further action as is necessary to effectuate the purpose of this Ordinance.
In addition, the General Counsel or his designee is authorized to execute all other settlement documents necessary to conclude the approved settlement.   

Section 3. 
2016/17 Fiscal Year Funding. The Administration shall secure $25,000 necessary for the 2016/17 fiscal year to pay the settlement costs.
Section 4.

Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Jason R. Teal
Office of General Counsel
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